
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Teach SMARTER, NOT harder 

 
 
 

 

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter, email lindav@elkanah.co.za 

 
 
 
 
Submit projects in PDF format online 
and view same as an online book 
making the pages flappable! 

KWL LINKS… 
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INTEGRATION & IT 

T IT  

MAKE NO MISTAKE  
Mr Wilson is having trouble with his computer and calls 11-year old Eric  

to come and help him.  Eric presses a few keys and solves the problem.   

As he’s leaving Mr Wilson calls after him, “So what’s wrong?”  “It was  
an ID 10 T error,” Eric says.  “An ID 10 T error?  What’s that?  In case I  
need to fix it again.”  Eric grins and says, “Haven’t you ever heard of an  
ID 10 T error before?”  “No.”  “Write it down,” Eric says, “and I think  
you’ll figure it out.” 
                                Mr Wilson writes it down and reads, “ID10T” 

 

The Grade 6’s have just completed a wonderful story writing project.  Working mostly 

in pairs, the children wrote a short story aimed at Grade 2 or 3 children.  This story 

was then typed up in PowerPoint on a maximum of 14 slides, with illustrations 

(website sources cited).  Some groups sourced their pictures from the internet, some 

drew their own pictures using shapes, some drew their illustrations by hand and 

scanned them in and one group created scenes with Lego and took photographs of 

each scene, and inserted them into the presentations.  These presentations were then 

saved in PDF format and uploaded, by the children, onto www.youblisher.com, a 

website which creates online books.  The children were very excited about the final 

product because the e-books are flippable and look wonderful – they’re almost like 

touching a real book! A wiki [in Wikispaces] with a page for each class was then 

created, into which the stories were uploaded.  Once this is done, we sent the link 

home for parents to look at and I “advertised” our stories to my Twitter PLN, to try to 

garner an audience.  The last step in the project will be to invite the Grade 3’s over to 

our IT Centre, [two Grade 6 classes are going over to Blouberg], where the Grade 6’s 

will read their stories aloud to their little guests. This will take place during the first 

week of Term 2.  The wiki has had a number of visits from people all over the world, 

thanks to the response of my Twitter connections.  Some have left comments on the 

wiki, or on our Wallwisher page and some have sent us emails.  One sixth grade 

teacher from a school in Michigan, US indicated that she wants to connect her class 

with our Grade 6’s and we are now in discussion around the finer details of our 

collaboration, with a Skype session being on the cards too.  This is true 21st  

century learning at its best!  This was quite a lengthy project, but it has been  

very valuable with the Grade 6’s learning many new skills – not only ICT  

skills, but also interpersonal skills.   

It was great fun too. To read our stories, please visit our wiki:  

http://elk-grade6-stories.wikispaces.com/ 

Don’t forget to leave a comment! 

GRADE 6 - PROJECT by…Karen Stadler 
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WHATS NEW? WHATS NEW? WHATS NEW? 

Sunningdale Prep LIBRARY is 

online! 

New Computers and… 

Scanners for barcoding 

HEADPHONES are now available for student / teacher use at the High School and  

Senior Primary IT Centres. Book the IT Centre and sign out the headphones – try  

out a new experience with the children …let the children listen to voice  

recorded lesson instructions / comprehension / setwork / poetry …  

        Candy World by Jessica L. and Rebecca M. 

 
Online Public Access. You all have access to this via your 
computer to browse through the library catalogue and see 
what is available for you to take out or check before you go out 
and buy books. This is how to access it: 
 Go to My Computer and double click on the C:\ drive 
  Double click on the EduAdmin folder. 
          Find the icon named EDUOPC 
   Right click on this file and send to the Desktop. 

OPAC…so exciting! by Reeva Horwitz 

SDP GOES LIVE! 

ANOTHER KWL LINK! 

CONGRATULATIONS to who has been invited to speak at the 

 in Cape Town on the 13
th

 and 14
th

 May 2011.  

Visit           to add voice to any 

photo in seconds! 

http://www.youblisher.com/
http://elk-grade6-stories.wikispaces.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Karen Stadler 

 

These past few weeks all the Grade 2’s of our two Prep Schools have made some new friends … in other countries!  Using the safe 

interactive platform of ThinkQuest, they have linked with the Grade 2’s of Bedminster School in New Jersey, USA.  ThinkQuest 

offers a social networking site where approved schools can add teachers and students as users to interact around educational 

content [www.globalgateway.org.uk].  Please visit www.thinkquest.com to have a look around.  While getting to know their pen 

pals better, ThinkQuest offered the Grade 2’s the perfect opportunity to learn more about internet safety and etiquette.  After 

sharing what they do in school and what their favourite food or sport is, it was time to meet their pen pal face to face.  On 

Wednesday, 30 March, all the Grade 2’s gathered in the “Skype Studio” at Sunningdale Prep to meet their new American friends.  

They came prepared and in three separate Skype sessions they taught the children of New Jersey all about our national symbols, 

recited an Afrikaans poem and even sung a Xhosa song with African drums!  They also got a chance to ask questions and to 

answer ones asked by the other class.  Whoever said learning was boring or hard work?   Technology has changed the face of 

education forever and has definitely broadened the horizons of these enthusiastic Grade 2’s. 

 

TECHNOLOGY - A GREAT TOOL FOR BUILDING FRIENDSHIP  

& BROADENING HORIZONS @ SD AND BB by…Juanita Oosthuizen 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter, email lindav@elkanah.co.za 

1. You require your students to use a variety of sources for their research 
projects...and they cite blogs, podcasts, and interviews they've conducted 
via Skype. 

2. Your students work on collaborative projects...with students in Australia. 
3. You give weekly class updates to parents...via your blog. 
4. Your students participate in class...by tweeting their questions and 

comments. 
5. You ask your students to study and create reports on a controversial 

topic...and you grade their video submissions. 
6. You prepare substitutes with detailed directions...via Podcasts. 
7. You ask your students to do a character/historical person study...and they 

create mock social media profiles of their character. 
8. Your students create a study guide...working together on a group wiki. 
9. You share lesson plans with your teacher friends...from around the globe. 
10. Your classroom budget is tight...but it doesn't matter because there are 

so many free resources on the web you can use. 
11. You realize the importance of professional development...and you read 

blogs, join online communities, and tweet for self-development. 
12. You take your students on a field trip to the Great Wall of China...and 

never leave your classroom. 
13. Your students share stories of their summer vacation...through an  

online photo repository. 
14. You visit the Louvre with your students...and don't spend a dime. 
15. You teach your students not to be bullies...or cyber bullies. 
16. You make your students turn in their cell phones before class 

starts...because you plan on using them in class. 
17. You require your students to summarize a recent chapter...and submit it 

to you via a text message. 
18. You showcase your students' original work...to the world. 
19. You have your morning coffee...while checking your RSS feed. 
20. You are reading this. 
21. You tweet this page, blog about it, "like" it, or email it to someone else... 

 

21 SIGNS THAT U R A 21st CENTURY TEACHER 

Alessia Ostuni asked the 
first question of the 
evening with the 
guidance of her teacher, 
Mrs Purchase. 

 

http://www.thinkquest.com/

